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Mayor Tom Barrett of Milwaukee will be our special guest and 

keynote speaker at the 2008 Milwaukee Debate League  

Celebration Banquet.  Of course the event would not be possi-

ble without the generous support of the Einhorn Family Chari-

table Trust and the J. William and Mary Diederich College of 

Communications at Marquette University.  The banquet will be 

held at Marquette University in the Alumni Memorial Union 

Ballroom on the evening of Monday, May 19th, 2008.  We 

hope to see you there! 
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MDL Goes to Nationals!  

The Milwaukee Debate League would like to congratulate this 

yearôs National Association of Urban Debate Leagues national 

tournament competitors: Coach Steve Finch and students,  

Sam Alefsen and Janet Escobedo from Bradley Technical and 

Trade High School; Coach Carrie Baker and students, Joe  

Anthony and Markell Smith from DuBois High School.  Sam 

and Janet took 10th place out of 34 teams with a 3-2 record 

and received what the tournament called an "Elite Eight" 

award for their efforts. They missed the quarterfinals by 3 

speaker points! Their wins came against Los Angeles, Detroit 

and New York. Sam took 12th speaker and received a speaker 

gavel. Janet took 22nd speaker and was 0.5 speaker points 

away from getting a speaker gavel. Their two losses came 

against University School in Newark and Morgan Park in Chi-

cago who both made the semifinals.  Joe and Markell had a 

respectable 2-3 record competing against the top two...  

Once again we would like to thank everyone that came to our 

final two tournaments of the 2007 -08 Einhorn Debate Tourna-

ment series.  After a long winter, it looks like spring may finally 

be on its way to Wisconsin!  In March, the Milwaukee Debate 

League was competing with area forensics tournaments so 

were once again forced to collapse the Gold and Golden Eagle divisions.  Bryanna Wade-Gardner 

and Sharlay McCullum from Vincent High School tool first place in the Blue division with  

Bryanna earning the 2nd place speaker award as well.  PLI teams took 2nd place (Kadeem Banks 

and Timothy Woods) and 3rd place (Cody Kuklinski and Lekeshia Kimble).  First place speaker 

award went to Lindsey Jackson of the School of Languages and 3rd place speaker went to  

Charlexis Walker of CEO Leadership Academy.  The first place team award in the Gold division 

went to Alex Holland and Abby Loxton of Nicolet High School with Abby earning the 3rd place 

speaker award as well.  Second place team award went to Joe Anthony and Markell Smith from 

DuBois High School.  Third place team award went to High School of the Arts students Cesar 

Carbajal and Alyssa Ray-Alden with Alyssa taking home 2nd place speaker as well.  First place 

speaker award for the Gold division went to Janet Escobedo from Bradley Tech High School. 

 For our last tournament of the year, April brought a great group of enthusiastic debaters 

as well as a few new debaters who wanted to check out the program for next year.  In the blue 

division Bryanna Wade-Gardner and new partner, PaDer Lor earned the first place team award.  

Bryanna and their coach helped PaDer learn the inôs and outôs of debate and their success proves 

that teamwork is essential!  Bryanna also took home the 2nd place speaker award.  The 2nd place 

team in Blue was Kadeem Banks and Cody Kuklinski of the Professional... 

Einhorn Debate Tournament Highlights  

Congratulations to these 

Spirit Award recipients for 

their outstanding dedication 

to the Milwaukee Debate 

League. 
 

Kadeem Banks,  

Professional Learning  

Institute  

 

Shawn Clarke,  

CITIES Project High School 

  Spirit Awards  

Read more on Page 2!  

Continued on page 2... 

Milwaukee Debate League 

NAUDL Nationals participants 

(L to R): Sam Alefsen, Janet 

Escobedo, Joe Anthony and 

Markell Smith  
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 Tournament Highlights continued...  

MDL Goes to Nationals! Continued...  

General Announcements  

Learning Institute with Cody taking home the 1st place speaker 

award as well.  Third place team award went to Lindsey Jackson 

and Iesha Scott of the School of Languages.  Third place speaker 

award in the Blue division went to Rachel Daniels of Veritas High 

School. Isaiah Grady and Mario Lowe from Bradley Tech took 

home the first place team award in the Gold division with Isaiah 

earning the first place speaker as well.  Nicolet students, Justin 

Kakritz and Jason Schwartz, earned the 2nd place team award 

and just received 2nd place speaker.  Jana and Kirsten 

Wisniewski got the 3rd place team award with Kirsten taking 

home the 3rd place speaker award.  And lastly, teams from Rufus 

king swept the Golden Eagle division taking home the top three 

team awards.  Kevin Bailey and Miloran Robinson received the 

first place team and Kevin earned 1st place speaker as well.  

Willina McCoy and Emily Summers came in 2nd place.  Heather 

Komas and Katarina Shaw received the 3rd place team award 

with Katarina taking home the 3rd place speaker award.  The 

second place speaker award for Golden Eagle went to Keith Lewis 

of Nicolet High School.   

Once again, we would like to thank everyone that has partici-

pated in the 2007-08 Einhorn Debate Tournaments at Marquette 

University.  We would like to extend a special thanks to the  

Einhorn Family Trust as well as to Marquette University for  

continuing to support the Milwaukee Debate League!  See you 

back for the 2008-09 season and best wishes to our graduates! 

teams from all the urban debate leagues.  Their wins were against 

Hyde Public Charter from Washington D.C. and a team from 

Minnesota.  Their losses were against teams from New Jersey, 

Florida and Minnesota. Joe Anthony wanted to pass on a quote 

he heard, "The round is won before you even get into the room, 

who ever is the most prepared is the one who is going to win."  

Looking back on the experience, Coach Finch said, ñI know that 

they [students] enjoyed themselves and learned a lot. It was really 

nice to meet other people around the country who care about this 

activity and the kids as much as I do (and Carrie does). That is 

really what I wanted for our kids as well - to meet new people who 

care about this activity as much as they do. If they performed 

well, that would just be icing on the cake. And that was accom-

plished.ò Once again, congratulations on your accomplishments!  

We are very proud of you! 

*Congratulations to Nicolet High School Coach Travis Coe and family for recently welcoming 

home a baby boy! 

*There are just a few more spots left for the summer 2008 Marquette University Debate  

Institute.  Please encourage your current students  and new recruits to continue applying! 

 

*The 2008 Milwaukee Debate League Celebration Banquet will be held on Monday, May 19th at 

Marquette University in the Alumni Memorial Union Grand Ballroom.  Social hour starts at 

5:30pm with dinner and the main program to follow at 6:30pm.  

Questions or comments e-mail Angie at adrieves@gmail.com  

Janet and Markell relax 

between rounds in Chicago. 

Students and coach enjoy a 

delicious  lunch. 

Rachel Daniels of Veritas 

practices her speech. 


